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The Origin of War 1 (2013) by Marco Luccio - Etching on Velin Arches

Tender and brutal: a call to engage with life fully with all its 
contradictions and beauty, Snuff Puppets introduces The Garden 
of Sorrows, our newest work currently in creative development.

In a truly collaborative process Snuff Puppets are working with 
writer, John Hughes, and Illustrator, Marco Luccio, to bring to 
life the darkly beautiful and haunting fables from their critically 
acclaimed book, The Garden of Sorrows.

The book features fourteen fables in which iconic 
Australian animals take on human qualities. These 
reverse fables – in the way that the “Antipodes” reverse 
northern hemisphere logic – cast us back to the flux 
at the beginning of the world; inchoate nature, the 
world in a state of formation, Australia, the garden and 
the inferno. The universal stories are accompanied by 
Luccio’s evocative, dark etchings.

Snuff Puppets are inspired to create a work that 
echoes the grand mythic scale of these fables and 
the amorphous aesthetic of the etchings that evoke 
dust, ash and scratchings. The Garden of Sorrows will tell stories 
of transformation – animal, skeleton, puppet, human – and of 
consciousness awakening: a kingdom of animal warriors, poets, 
healers and thieves. 

We explore the essential Australian-ness of the stories, and the 
uneasy relationship for New World inhabitants with a strange and 
sometimes cruel territory. Our ambition is to take Australian fauna 
and landscape away from kitsch and embrace the real danger 
and carnage of its nature. A powerful spectacle, giant Australian 
fauna dwarf audiences but are made tragically human through 
the fateful consequence of their own frailty and folly. 

“A lair of brutal 
turbulence, pathos 
and startling grief; 
the bottom-most 
geology of the 
human soul” 
– Trove Journal

The Ian Potter Centre, NGV Australia 2015

For video, quotes and availability please visit snuffpuppets.com or contact us at people@snuffpuppets.com


